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Note of Decisions from Business Planning Discussion Summer 2014 
 
Purpose 
  
1. The Public Petitions Committee (PPC) held its informal business planning event 
on Tuesday 19 August 2014 at the Parliament. This note details the decisions taken 
by the Committee and agreed action points. 
 
Briefing from Professor Alan Miller 
 
2. The Committee invited Professor Alan Miller, Chair of the Scottish Human Rights 
Commission to speak about the Commission’s work. The Committee noted the 
interface between Scotland’s National Action Plan for Human Rights (SNAP) and the 
Parliament. The Committee agreed to consider how best to engage with the SNAP 
process. 
 
Committee business planning 
 
3. The following decisions were taken: 
 

 Clerks to take forward arrangements for a European Parliament visit in 
December 2014  

 Clerks to prepare a note of which local authorities have petitions systems 
 The Committee was keen to hold meetings outside Edinburgh with ideally a 6-

month lead in. Clerks to bring a paper to the Committee on options for 
external meetings. Committee members are keen to involve school pupils and 
noted the successful meeting by the previous Committee held on school 
premises.  

 Clerks to liaise with outreach colleagues with a view to establishing what 
engagement there has been with the Scottish Rural Parliament  

 There was support for a Scottish Youth Parliament (SYP) sitting on 
Parliament premises with a view to working together with the SYP on 
petitions. Clerks to engage with SYP. 

 Clerks to clarify what concerns any members have about current 
administrative/procedural practice with a view to bringing a discussion paper 
to the Committee. 

 Feedback from closed petition forms to be collated and considered informally 
twice-yearly by the Committee. 

 The Committee agreed to consider the options for external appraisal and 
updating the research by Professor Christopher Carman. Clerks to liaise with 
SPICe to identify options and cost. 

 The Convener will respond to Rab Wilson’s suggestions advising what the 
Committee has agreed (action agreed as per the preceding two bullet points).    


